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Testing of Warning Siren System Begins Monday 
 
Preparing for terrorist attacks is something relatively new to suburban police 

and fire departments such as those in Broken Arrow, but preparing for tornado 
season each spring is old hat in Oklahoma. 

Starting Monday, March 1, the City will be testing its tornado warning siren 
system – weather permitting. 

Broken Arrow is one of Oklahoma’s “StormReady” communities, a certification 
given only when a community has met high standards of preparedness for 
monitoring threatening weather, getting the word out to the public and 
responding during and after tornadoes or damaging storms. 

Silent tests of the storm sirens are made throughout the year to be sure the 41 
sirens in Broken Arrow are in working order. Beginning Monday the sirens will 
be sounded for all to hear at 12 noon. A steady tone of four minutes should be 
sounded in all areas of the community.  

If there is threatening weather in the area the tests will be delayed until 
Wednesday. That will be the pattern throughout the spring and early summer – 
testing the first Monday of each month at noon when weather permits. 

There is no “all-clear” sound for tornadoes. The sirens have different tones for 
storms, flooding, attack by foreign armies or terrorists and even a public address 
capability. For audio samples of all four, go to the City’s web site, 
www.brokenarrowok.gov/our-citizens/public_safety/severe_weather.htm. 

City officials remind citizens that there are no public storm shelters in Broken 
Arrow, and that residents should stay off the streets in vehicles when tornadoes 
are in the area. 

 
City Leaders Reading Across BA Next Week 
 

Mayor Richard Carter will be out of town on official “Read Around BA” Day 
Tuesday, but he won’t let that stop him from continuing the tradition of Broken 
Arrow’s Mayor being a part of this national school program. 

http://www.brokenarrowok.gov/our-citizens/public_safety/severe_weather.htm


Carter will be reading to students at Westwood Elementary school Monday, a 
day early. Former Mayor James Reynolds, himself an educator through much of 
his life, was an annual participant in the program. 

Police Chief Todd Wuestewald will be reading at Westwood Tuesday at 2 p.m., 
while Communications Coordinator Wayne Bishop will be reading to second 
graders at Oak Crest Elementary that morning. 

The Read Across America program this year celebrates the 100th birthday of 
Dr. Seuss (Ted Seuss Geisel, who was born March 2, 1904). The National 
Education Association program was started in 1994. Community leaders 
throughout Broken Arrow have participated each year in reading to students 
here. 

 
 

BA Firefighters Answer Jazzercise Challenge 
    

A delegation of firefighters from Broken Arrow have answered a cardiovascular 
challenge to do their thing in a Jazzercise program to raise funds for the 
American Heart Association Saturday (Feb. 28). 

Jazzercise on the Square in Broken Arrow (Houston and Aspen) will be one of 
two sites for the challenge, which will begin at 9 a.m. The other will be the 
Country Club Plaza Jazzercise in Tulsa. 

Jazzercise students will team with firefighters from Broken Arrow and Tulsa in 
the event. Those participating will be donating amounts of $5, $10 and $15 (or 
more) per person. All of the proceeds will go directly to the American Heart 
Association. 

Fire Chief Greg Neely also announced this week that the promotion held by Red 
Robin Restaurant in Broken Arrow over St. Valentine’s week resulted in a 
donation of $3,000 to the BAFD.  

 
 
Spring Volleyball League Signing Up Players 
    

Registration has started for the 2004 Spring Volleyball Leagues at Broken 
Arrow’s Community Center. Deadline is March 12 for the leagues, which begin 
four days later. 

Melissa Parker, Director of the Recreation Programs for Parks & Recreation, 
reports that there will be a limit of 10 teams in each division except the Monday 
night Power Leagues, so those wishing to play should sign up as soon as possible. 

There will be  Coed Power 6-on-6 league with a cost of $165 per team, and a 
Coed Intermediate 1 team on Thursday nights for $195 per team.  

In addition, there will be an Organizational League on Tuesday nights for $195 
and a Women’s 4-on-4 on Tuesday nights for $110. A Reverse Coed league will 
play on Thursday nights, with a fee of $150 per team. 

Referees will be provided for games in the Coed Intermediate and 
Organizational leagues. First place prizes will be given to the final tournament. 
The league season lasts eight weeks. 



For more information call Parker at 259-8438 or email her at 
mparker@brokenarrowok.gov.  

 
City ‘Home’ Built for Home & Garden Show 
    

Broken Arrow will once again occupy some “prime real estate” at the 2004 
Tulsa area Home & Garden Show at the State Fairgrounds.  

This year the BA Police Department is taking a lead role in putting together the 
booth, with a focus on “neighborhoods” and public safety. Lisa Ford, Crime 
Prevention Specialist, and David Blue of the Parks & Recreation Department have 
been working on the booth design. 

Volunteers from the City will man the booth throughout the show (March 11-
14), and plenty of free information will be available all four days and nights. 
 

 
Kroutter Selected for Tulsa Technology Center Board 
    

Broken Arrow Police Capt. Paul Kroutter has been selected from 15 applicants 
to serve on the Board of Directors for the Tulsa Technology Center. 

Dr. Gene Callahan announced the appointment Feb. 19. Kroutter fills a vacant 
position on the board. 

Police Chief Todd Wuestewald points out that Kroutter had been an observer 
on the board during his class in Leadership BA, and maintained a relationship 
with members and TTC since graduating from LBA. He has a Masters and is 
currently pursuing his Ph. D. at Oklahoma State University in Occupational 
Education.  

“This will help our department,” said Wuestewald, “as we are working on a 
couple of projects with TTC to develop training and certification programs for 
communications and jail personnel.” 

Kroutter was sworn in as a member of the board on Feb. 23. 
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